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larly careful not to include forms of treatment whose rationale has become
obscured by the dust of the passing years. As the retina participates not only
in diseases of a local character, but also in many systemic disorders, this
book will be of aid to the neurologist and internist as well as to the
ophthalmologist. -FREDERICK A. WIES
PENICILLIN, ITS PRACTICAL APPLICATION. Under the General
Editorship of Sir Alexander Fleming. The Blakiston Co., Phila-
delphia, 1946. x + 380 pp. $7.
The physician of today may be somewhat bewildered in the face of the
vast current literature on penicillin and the conflicting views on methods of
administration, dosages, and indications. Dr. Fleming and his 28 associates
have now provided a most authoritative and yet practical guide-book concern-
ing the place of this agent in medicine. No one will deny that much remains
to be learned of penicillin and of its action, or that many of the present usages
must be regarded as provisional. Although details of practice are likely to
change, the fundamental principles which this volume stresses throughout seem
well established. The contributors emphasize throughout such considerations
as the importance of isolating the etiological agent and determining the sus-
ceptibility to penicillin of the particular strain involved.
The opening chapters are general in scope, and present the chemistry,
pharmacology, development and production of penicillin, the bacteriological
control of therapy, and methods of administration. The major part of the
book is concerned with clinical application, and the .material is so arranged
that the physician is likely to find the facts bearing on his special problem
conveniently in one chapter. To be sure, there are some points of disagree-
ment between British and American practice, such as the place of penicillin
in the treatment of surgical wounds, and the more conservative dosages advo-
cated in the book were often dictated by shortages rather than by a lack of
appreciation of the desirability of more intensive therapy. In essence, how-
ever, there is close agreement on fundamental issues, and this contribution
will doubtlessly meet with the wide acceptance it fully deserves.
M. TAGER
HARVEY CUSHING, A BIOGRAPiHY. By John F. Fulton.
Charles C Thomas, Springfield, Ill., 1946. pp. xii + 754. $5.
This very excellent book clearly discloses the nature of many of the
ingredients which must be skillfully compounded if a truly great 'biography
is to be achieved, and all too few of the stories of medical rnen which have
appeared in the past two decades have had the benefit of a proper blending
of the necessary essentials.BOOK REVIEWS
It is inevitable that the reader should pause after reading the first few
chapters of Harvey Cushing, a Biography and wonder what has happened
during the past twenty years since he, for the first time, read the last pages
of The Life of Sir William Osler by Harvey Cushing. The Life of Osler
and the Biography of Cushing are, in reality, but parts of a single story; parts,
indeed, because of the lapse of intervening time and because each has its
own cover. The very pattern employed by Cushing in his Life of Osler has
been adopted-happily---4by Fulton in his Cushing. Even to many of the
technical details is Fulton's text indebted to the Osler work. And these
technical details mean much to the reader who would grasp, without mental
exertion, the developing story, the chronology, and the age of the subject
who serves as the central theme, aided by the running-heads and the pre-
sentation of adequate foot-note material on the page where it belongs instead
of massing it together in a potpourri at the ends of chapters or at the end of
the book. The structural pattern can hardly be improved upon; and thus
we find the first of the essential components properly cared for.
In order to provide the requisite touch the writer of a biography must
have, or must have had, long years of friendship with the person to be por-
trayed; there must have been close companionship and an intimate sharing
of common interests. A good 'biography written as a piece of hack-work or
as a pot-boiler is unthinkable; such an author might write of Cushing's
proficiency as a surgeon, but he could not tell the story of Cushing as a sur-
geon and as a man, and a very distinctive man at that. And, after all, there
are more non-surgeons than surgeons and to the first group at least many
of the other facets of Cushing's life and activities are most attractive.
If one is to try to produce a first-rate biography he should select a subject
as his central -theme who has attained eminence, perhaps pre-eminence, in
many fields. In Cushing, Fulton has found a man whose "Life" is greatly
enriched by the fact that the subject was a bibliophile, an artist, a medical
historian, a teacher, and an essayist of note. Cushing was also an enthusiast,
and, at times, somewhat of a politician. And beyond all-perhaps this is the
most essential ingredient of all-the eminent man must have had deeply
rooted within him the instinct for hoarding. 'Possibly the bio'grapher must
have imagination, but certain it is that ample source-material reduces the need
for mental gymnastics and permits a more faithful portrayal of one who has
led a full life and has attained distinction for seemingly small things as well
as for great. Indeed, one may fairly question whether Harvey Cushing is a
biography or an autobiography. Surely no amount of fanciful writing or
faithful recording of facts by the biographer could be sulbstituted for the many
excerpts from the letters, diaries, and journals written by Dr. Cushing himself.
There is little need for the biographer to go beyond the factual; the interpreta-
tive aspect appears in the excerpts of Cushing's own writings. Prdbably no one
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could delineate Cushing's character and characteristics quite as well as has
Cushing himself. The reader may well wish that more of such material
had been included.
The book is singularly free of observable technical errors, the most signifi-
cant one is the statement on page 88 where we find that Cushing sailed from
Boston on the 30th of June to arrive (says Cushing) "in Liverpool harbor
on June 1 1."
It is to be noted that the author ends his preface with a quotation, a very
happily expressed quotation, which appeared in print in 1924 and are the
words with which Harvey Cushing closed his preface to the Life of Sir
William Os/er.
Harey Cushing, a Biography appears as Publication No. 13 from the
Historical Library of the Yale Medical Library. -GEO. H. SMITH
W. T. G. MORTON'S MEMOIR ON SULPHURIC ETHER, 1847.
(With a Foreword by John F. Fulton.) Henry Schuman, New
York, 1946. vi + 24 pp. $1.50.
In connection with the recognition of the centennial of surgical anesthesia
it is quite fitting that there should appear a reprint of Morton's Memoir.
W. T. G. Morton, one of the central figures in the involved controversy
following the early use of ether, saw fit to send a letter to the Academy of
Sciences at Paris in the fall of 1847. In this letter are to be found much
of the intimate detail which led to his application of the ether technique, and
a general statement of his relationship to 'both Jackson and Wells which adds
force to Morton's claims. So far as is known this letter has not heretofore
been separately reprinted and here appears as Publication No. 14 from the
Historical Library of the Yale Medical Library. -BEO. H. SMITH
THE CENTENNIAL OF SURGICAL ANESTHESIA: AN ANNOTATED
CATALOGUE OF BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS BEARING ON THE EARLY
HISTORY OF SURGICAL ANESTHESIA. By John F. Fulton and Made-
line E. Stanton. Henry Schuman, New York, 1946. xv + 102 pp.
$4.
This annotated catalogue is Publication No. 15 from the Historical Library
of the Yale Medical Library and is, in effect, just what any catalogue of this
nature is supposed to be. It cannot fail to be of interest to the historian or
to the surgeon who is interested in the early years of the development of
anesthesia or even in the heated controversies which characterize the writing
of the period. It has a further value in that it lists the present holdings of
the Historical Library in the field of early surgical anesthesia as exhibited at
the Yale Medical Library, October 1946. EO. H. SMITH